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Children are said to display preconventional moral reasoning during their childhood stage of development. At this stage, the children's right or wrong is dictated by a number of cultural rules which explain right or wrong. a child may, for instance, understand that stealing is wrong and appreciate honesty. The adherence to these rules by the child is basically for personal reasons such as being praised or avoiding punishment. The children at this stage have the ability to make different choices which they highly appreciate as well as a solid understanding of the consequences of personal choices.
Ideal reciprocity is displayed by children during their middle age of childhood development especially from 10 to 12 years. Children start to appreciate equality and the desire to treat others as they would want to be treated too. The moral decisions made by the children are based on the treatment they expect from others if they were on the receiving end of those actions. Children at this stage also begin to understand that there are different rules which have different benefits to different people when adhered to. The children basically understand the societal guidelines as well as norms based on what's prohibited in society. 
Children in the third stage of moral development start to develop an aspect of distributive justice. The children develop a sense of social appreciation which makes them want justice and fair distribution of any resource to all members. Children at this stage also learn to attend to the welfare and welfare of others in society. Children may develop different perspectives at this level based on what fairness would really mean for an individual. As the children adopt the conceptions of fairness, they tend to appreciate and understand the perspectives of others and the availability of varying individual perspectives. 
